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SPACE CONSTRAINTS at Ghent Playhouse forced set designer Ken Young 
(right) to be creative in construc ting set pieces to pull off elaborate pro- 
ductions ike Into the Woods Here he works with Holmes Hutchinson 

on the set of Guys and Dolls. which opens February 18 at the playhouse 


Sets 


Continued from page 21 


for the 1993 season 
“He is fabulous and I'm glad to say 
he will be back with us next season,” 
commented the Theater Barn's Joan 
Phelps 
The second member of the work 
crew 1s Chatham native Holmes (call 
me “Hutch”) Hutchinson Retired 
from Sterling Drug, Inc nine years 
ago, he was “climbing walls after two 
months off the job” and accepted a 
position as purchasing manager at 
the Firemen's Home. 


Now he is “really retired and just 
puttering around.” Someone knew he 
was “available and could do some car- 
pentry” and connected him with the 
Ghent Playhouse, he said. 


“The stage work 1s like most of the 
things I’ve done: I didn’t know much 
about it when I started and learned as 
I went along Now it has become 
something [ enjoy and it keeps me 
busy.” 


Lyla @ete) Wagar was a natural 
to become the third member of the 


trio. He is retired and lives next door 
to the playhouse. 

After a 15-year career with the raul- 
road and 21] years with Columbia 
Box, Mr Wagar works for the Town 
of Ghent in maintenance of recre- 
ation fields and other areas. 

He maintains the building and 
grounds at the playhouse and “only 
helps with the sets if I’m needed,” he 
said modestly 

The three men have completed a 
job to help patrons who must take 
back-row seats at the playhouse. 
They built remforced platforms, each 


six inches higher than the one in 
front, and raised the last four rows of 
seats, 

“Now the seats at the back are the 
best in the house,” said Mr. Young. 

The 100 plush seats were donated 
from the old Hellman’s Theater in 

any 

Guys and Dolls premiers Friday, 
February 18, and runs through three 
weekends: February 18 to 20, 25 to 27 
and March 4 to 6. Performances Fn- 
day and Saturday are at 8 p.m. Sun- 
day matinees are at 2 p.m. 

Tickets are $12 for evenings and 
$11 for matinees. Students and 
Seniors receive $1 off. For informa- 
tion, call 392-6264 


Berkshire Botanical gig 
teaches gardening skills 


STOCKBRIDGE—The Berkshire 
Botanical Garden offers a class, Sow 
and Grow Selecting and Starting 
Seeds Saturday Februarv 5 
To help gardeners become more 
selective when ordering seeds from 
catalogues, Dan Tawezynski owner 
of Taft Farms in Great Barrington, 
will present How to Know Em frum 
10am tonoon 
How to Sow ‘Em, a course un start- 
ing seeds induors, is taught by Botan- 
ical Garden Education Coordinator 
Dina Samfield from 1 to 3p m Top- 
tes include how and when to suw seed, 
and how to raise, harden off. and 
transplant seedlings Participants 
wil start some of their own seeds and 
transplant seedlings tu take home 
Each session is $12 for Garden 
members, $15 for non-members 
Classes meet at the Center House 
Participants are encouraged tv bring 
a lunch and attend both sessions 4 
hot beverage will he nrevided 
For information or to register call 
(413) 298-3926 
A more exhaustive course, An 
Introduction to Gardening, meets 
ednesdays and Saturdays from 
March 9 through April 16. The 18- 
Session course covers a wide va~iety 
of horticultural topics for amateur 


and professional gardeners 

his year's classes are Botany 
Demystified, Plant Healthcare, Prun- 
ing Trees and Shrubs, Building Gar- 
den Planters, Organic Vegetable Gar- 
dening, Designing with Native 
Plants Roses for the Berkshires 
Environmental Gardening with The 
Independent's Laurence Sombke, 
Natuve Plants for Shady Places, Mak- 
ing Small Fruits Grow Building 
Healthy Soils Gardening in Con- 
tainers, Ornamental Grasses for Your 
Perenmal Garden, Orchid Splendor 
Designing Your Perennial Border and 
a behind-the-scenes field trip to Gar- 
den in the Wood:, Framingham 


Gardening course participants may 
enroll in individual sessions or the 
entire 18-session course, with 
increased savings based upon the 
number of courses selected 

Non-members of the Garden who 
register for the entire course will 
automatically receive the member 
rate and a one-year individual mem- 
bership to the Botanical Garden, 
which includes discounts on all Gar- 
den courses All who complete the 
entire course receive a certificate 

Some .lasses are muted to 25 par- 
ticipants. 


GREENPORT—Archaelogists from 
the state Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation continue 
to search for new clues into the life of 
Hudson River artist Fredenc Church 
in the wake of the recent discovery 
of the site of Church's orginal studio 
at Olana State Historic Site 

After digging at Olana for a total of 
10 days this past September, archae- 
ologists identified the foundation of 
the orginal studio building and sev- 
eral artifacts, including a discarded 
tube of white lead paint. They also 
found bottles from a Hudson phar- 
macist which could have onginally 
contained medicine or paint pig- 
ments 

The artifacts are being studied. 
treated and analyzed and will be con- 
served at the Bureau of Histonc Sites 
in Waterford Eventually some may 
be exhibited at Olana 

Plans are also under way to erect a 
sign marking the site of the original 
studio at Olana and to incorporate 
the location into the tour of the his- 
tonic site 

The studio was built in 1866 From 
then until 1888 all of Church's mayor 


Learning 
continues 
after hours 


CHATHAM-—Middle School students 
stall hungry for knowledge at the end 
of the day will soon have a new menu 
of after-school options. 

The Middle School Parent Teacher 
Association seeks enthusiastic par- 
ents, community members, and stu- 
dents willing to share their talents 
in diverse, non-traditional courses. 

The Student Council’s “Kids Teach- 
ing Kids” program provides some stu- 
dent-teachers to the after-school 
effort, and a student eurvey suggests 
there are many students eager to 
move to the front of the room. 

Classes meet once a week from 
216 to 4 pm. and last anywhere 
between three and six weeks. 

The program 1s designed to create 
educational experiences in special- 
ized or partiapatory kinds of learning 
for students in the middle school. 

“One course 18 cartooning,” says 
organizer Karen Malina. She also 
lists Olde English, drafting, gym- 
nastics, and drama as offerings. 

Student-taught courses in the past 
have included computers, aercbics, 
and math. 

“Some kids might like a place to 
do their homework with structure 
and support,” muses Mrs. Malina. 

Fees and salaries will be nominal, 
she forecasts, and some classes will 
require a materials fee, 

“We're hoping really for exposure,” 
says Mrs, Malina. “We're hoping that 
kids are curious and this will feed 
their curiosity, perhaps make a lit- 
tle more worldly kids who don't have 
the opportunity for enrichment.” — 
Alec Appelbaum 


Extension teaches 


lroquois planting 
VOORHEESVILLE—Cornell Coop- 
erative Extension of Rensselaer 
County presents a program for youth 
educators in which Marcia Eames 
Sheavly investigates human culture 
and horticulture in the Iroquois Indi- 
an Society Monday, February 28 from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

The Three Sisters Project uses 
native crops—corn, beans and 
squash—to help students learn plant 
science, the history of these crops and 
their rnportance to the Iroquois cul- 
ture Foods and crafts prepared from 
these crops and how to grow the 
Three Sisters are included in the 
training. 

Participants take home some freah- 
ly ground white corn flour 

The pregram is at the William Rice 
Jr Extension Center on Martin Road. 
To register call 270-2781 


EVERYBODY'S 
WEARING 


THEME 


works were painted 1n both his orig- 
inal studio at Olana and in his studio 
in New York City 

A team of five archaeologists from 
the State Parks agency's Bureau of 
Historic Sites located the exact site of 
Church's studio this fall in one of 
many digs which have occurred at 
intervals since 1987 

“The discovery of the exact site of 
Church's studio is very important to 
the interpretation of Olana because 
visitors will now be able to stand on 
this spot and view the same Hudson 
Valley landscape that inspired this 
great Hudson River artist more than 
a century ago,” said Dr Charles Fish- 
er, the leader of the archaeological 
team. 

This view from Olana 1s consid- 
ered so important to the presevation 
of the historic site that the Olana 
Viewshed is listed as one of the 75 
priority conservation projects in the 
“Conserving Open Space in New York 
State” plan, signed last year by Gov- 
ernor Mano M. Cuomo 

Preservation groups have been 
fighting for years to protect the new 
as it continues to be threatened by 


== Original Olana studio site found 


proposed development along the 
river Scenic Hudson has purchased 
easements in the middle of the new- 
shed ensuring the land will be forev- 
er protected 

The view also ts considered to be of 
national importance by the Depart- 
ment of the Intenor which has des- 
ignated Olana a National Historic 
Landmark. 

The studio was located about mid- 
way up the Olana hill on the highest 
point of land that Church owned 
when :t was built. He and his wife 
had moved into Cosy Cottage, their 
first home on the property, by May of 


1861 

Inthe 1870s Church began suffer- 
ing from recurring bouts of cnpphng 
rheumatism making it difficult for 
him to paint. He then began to deyote 
his artistic talents to architecture 
and landscaping, focusing his energy 
on the elaboration of his Persion style 
villa which he had built after acquir- 
ing additonal property at the top of 
the hill. 

Between 1888 and 1891 he added 
a new Studio wing to the villas and 
demolished the orginal studio 


Castleton library slates storyhour 


CASTLETON—A Winter Storyhour 
takes place at the Castleton Public 
Library Saturday, February 5, from 
10°15 until 11:30 a.m. 

Leaders Darlene Miller and 
Cindylee Bohley share winter sto- 
ries, songs, games and crafts with 
the children. All are invited. 

The library is in the Village Hall at 
85 South Main Street. 

For information call 732-2211 dur- 
ing the regular hours of Monday and 
Wednesday 6 to 8 p.m.; Tuesday and 
Friday, 2 to 8 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. to noon. 

The library extends thanks to the 
following community members for 
their generous donations: to Castle- 
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1993 OLDS DELTA 88 LS SEDAN 
Cruise, Tit. Dark Green Metalic. List $24,591 Stock #119, 
NOW $18,999* 


1993 OLDS CUTLA Oa VIE SEDAN 


wsc 


1993 OLDS CUTLASS CIERA $ SEDAN 
, Cruise, Tit. Dark 


V6, Auto, AC, PW, PL, Stereo Cass., 


V6, Auto, PS, PB, AC, Stero Cass., Cruise, 


NOW $12,999* 


ton firefighter Gibson Capparella and 
East Greenbush firefighter Russ 
Edburgh for the pamphlets in the 
October Fire Prevention Week dis- 
play; to the Mesick or GEM Farm and 
Decker Farm for the Fall Harvest dis- 
play; to Goold Orchards who supplied 
apples for the snack at the Autumn 
Happenings Storyhour. 


Also, to Zelda Hotaling and Eva 
Ketzer for sharing their Native Amer- 
ican handicrafts; to the Castleton 
Four Paws who shared their award- 
winning Dog Training Course and to 
the local Boy Scout Troop #53 for 
donating an evergreen tree all set up 
by Scout leader Fred Wolffe. 


we 
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Cherry Metalic, List $16,343, Stock #131. 


OLDS ACHIEVA S SEDAN 
‘ 
NOW $12.394° 


1993 OLDS ACHIEVA S. COUPE 
Quad 4 Cyt, Auto, AC, PW, Cruise, TR, Stereo Cass. Med. Gamet Metalic. List $15,883, Stock #258, 
NOW $12,688* 


1993 CHEV CORSICA LT SEDAN 
NOW $11.999° 


1993 GEO STORM GSI 
Special. 1.8 Liter, 4 Cyi., Auto, A/C, Stereo Cass, Polynesian Green. List $15,550. 
NOW $11,999* 


1993 OLDS DELTA 88 SEDAN 
NOW $16.999° : 


1993 OLDS DELTA 88 SEDAN 
Spacal Eston Stereo Cass, V6, Auto, AG, PW, Pt, Cruxse, Ti, $400 ies. Dark Green Metalic. ust $18,995, Stock #02. 
NOW $16,999" 


1993 OLDS DELTA 88 SEDAN 
NOW $16.999° 


